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FROM RAPID RESPONSE TO DURABILITY

The escalation of climate change and the risk it brings

to our communities requires long-term planning and
deeper investments in adaptive community infrastructure
and environmental justice policy that will help to provide
necessary relief in the short-term while also building a
future-driven plan of action geared towards building
climate resilience.

Following an initial rapid-response investment of
$90,000 in the wake of the May 2025 tornado, Deaconess
dedicated an additional $250,000 to support long-term
durability grounded in community-driven priorities,
equity and justice, and preparedness for the future.

@ rourmy LEGAL SERVICES

@ NORTH NEWSTEAD ASSOCIATION

€ NORTHSIDE RESILIENCE FUND

@ NORTHSIDE YOUTH & SENIOR SERVICE CENTER
© rowerasiL

() REUVENATING COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES
@) TENANTS TRANSFORMING ST. LOUIS

FOUNDATION BY VISITING OUR WEBSITE:

I LEARN MORE ABOUT DEACONESS

SEEDING THE FUTURE GRANTS

COMMUNITY-STEWARDED FUNDS

In Spring 2025, Deaconess launched the

NextGen Grantmakers initiative in partnership
with Vision for Children at Risk as a transformative
youth-stewarded grantmaking initiative that places
funding decisions for young people directly in the
hands of young changemakers. Coupled with the
Seniors Community Revitalization & Development
Fund, which is stewarded by a Senior Advisory
Board comprised of older adults, Deaconess
invested $450,000 in grant awards through its
participatory grantmaking approach and amplified
the key cross-generational themes in the types

of support needed by both seniors and young
people, alike.

ACROSS BOTH GROUPS, FIVE KEY AREAS EMERGED:

o SAFETY AND STABILITY

o HEALTH AND MENTAL WELLNESS

0 SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE
o COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL CONNECTION
o ACCESS TO HOUSING AND SOCIAL SUPPORT
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